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Cornwall National Landscape Trust
Voluntary Role 
The Cornwall National Landscape Trust is an independent charity (CIO) dedicated to protecting and promoting Cornwall’s protected landscape.
The Cornwall National Landscape (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) is Cornwall’s nationally protected landscape with the same status and protection as a National Park. 
Cornwall National Landscape was designated in 1959 and is unique in that it is made up of 12 separate geographical areas but is still one single designation. It covers approximately one-third of Cornwall - an area of 958 sq. km (370 sq. miles) and is the ninth largest protected landscape in the country.
The protected landscape includes many other designations including World Heritage Sites, Special Areas of Conservation and SSSIs. Cornwall National Landscape is home to rare and endangered wildlife, flora and fauna, as well as rich heritage features including Scheduled Ancient Monuments and Cornish hedges - which are dated to be over 4,000 years old. 
The Cornwall National Landscape Trust has been established to:
· Promote the conservation, protection and enhancement of the protected landscape
· Support the social and economic wellbeing of local communities
· Increase education in and around the Cornwall National Landscape of the special qualities of the landscape, including nature, heritage and cultural features for the benefit of the public
· Support positive management of the protected landscape by gaining support, finding funds and supporting projects
Commitment 
This is a voluntary role, appointed for three years and a maximum of three consecutive terms. You are working towards the conservation and enhancement of the protected landscape. Your contribution plays a crucial role in nature recovery, resilience to climate change, and the conservation of the historic and natural environment by the consideration of four key priorities: People, Place, Nature and Climate. With inclusivity at the heart, everyone should be supported to understand the value of Cornwall National Landscape. 
We are looking for a Trustee to provide light‑touch but effective oversight of the charity, ensuring it is well‑governed, financially sound, and delivering its charitable purpose. We estimate that you would be required to offer 2-4 days of your time over a year. 
Principal Duties and Responsibilities
1. Approve spending over £1,000
· Review and approve any proposed expenditure above the agreed £1,000 threshold. If the CIO balance drops below £5,000, the threshold for approval lowers to £500.
· Ensure all spending is aligned with the CIO’s charitable objectives and offers value for money.
· Maintain oversight of the budget without managing day‑to‑day finances.
2. Provide independent governance
· Ensure the CIO complies with its governing document and charity law.
· Uphold good governance standards and ensure decisions are made in the charity’s best interests.
· Monitor risks and maintain appropriate policies (finance, data, grant-giving), provided by the Cornwall National Landscape organisation.  
3. Oversee delivery of charitable purpose 
· Receive bi-annual reports from CNL organisation.
· Monitor progress, impact, and quality of delivery.
· Offer support and constructive challenge.
4. Maintain financial oversight
· Review financial updates from our book-keeper and ensure the CIO remains solvent.
· Co-approve the annual accounts and annual return.
· Ensure appropriate financial controls exist, with spending monitored and documented.
5. Make informed, collective decisions
· Attend four trustee meetings per year and participate in decision‑making.
· Declare conflicts of interest and act with independence and integrity.
6. Protect the charity’s reputation and assets
· Ensure all actions support the charity’s public benefit purpose.
· Safeguard the CIO’s reputation, relationships, and any assets it holds.
If you’re interested in this role, or have any questions, please submit an expression of interest to: melodie.manners@cornwall.gov.uk 
Please include some information about you, your experience, why you are interested in this role and include your CV.
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